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So that was December and also the
end, finally, of 2020

Greetings Lady ,

According to the calendar, 2020 had the same standard twelve months as
every other year but dear lord, how those months went on.

Despite all the ups and downs, and there were many, this has been a good year
for my Hiverton series. It began in February when A New Life for Ariana Byrne
was published by Hera Books, this was followed up in the summer with the
release of Cornish Dreams at Cockleshell Cottage.

Following the huge success of these two titles, Hera Books then offered me a
contract for a further two titles in the Hiverton series.  Brilliant news!  So, this
March, book three, Clem's story will be released and Nick's story will be out in
September.

And if  that wasn't enough they will all also be in paperback, e-books and audio
books.

Obviously, I'm thrilled and want to thank you for supporting me throughout this
very long year.

Now, onto my December news.

December's Round-up

I wat ched

Bridgerton (Netflix)

I think we all did! But if  you haven't
then you must and if  you enjoy my
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Hiverton Sisters then you really will
enjoy this show. Lots of lovely frocks,
slimy cads, gorgeous heroes and
fabulous feisty heroines. Sounds
familiar?

That said, Bridgerton is also full of
fantasy, if  you are a stickler for
historical accuracy then don't watch.
Or better yet, watch, but suspend
your critical mind and just enjoy the
sheer pleasure of the story.

I read

Nothing

Absolutely nothing. But there is a reason for
that.  

Occasionally, my book edits overlap and that's
what happened in December. My editor returned
my manuscript for Clem's story so I had a lot to
do there, but I was already in the middle of Nick's
f irst draft. 

When my head is stuffed to the gunnels of words
and phrases I f ind I can't read anyone else's
books. My brain starts to analyse sentence
structure and rhythms and it totally spoils the

pleasure of the read.

That said, when I get a minute I'm looking forward to reading the Duke and I,
the f irst in the Bridgerton series by Julia Quinn

Read Now

I cooked

Soda Bread

I love soda bread. My mother has cooked this since I was little and it is
something that we would try to eat hot out of the oven. It certainly never
made it to the next day.
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Soda bread is the easiest bread to make as it requires no yeast and no proving.
Just combine the ingredients, shape and bake. Then eat, slathered in butter.

Mum's an instinctive cook so she doesn't follow a recipe, she just knows what
the quantities look like, so when I make it I follow a recipe and Mum's advice.
However, all the recipes include buttermilk, a tough ingredient to get hold of
and not one my mother uses anyway. She has always used plain yoghurt and
an egg, in place of the buttermilk. And so do I.

But then, just before Christmas I got hold of some buttermilk and decided to
make soda bread the "proper" way. I say proper, but my mother's Irish and if  this
is how she makes it then as far as I'm concerned that's good enough for me. I
mean if  you are not going to defend your mother's recipes what are you even
doing in the kitchen?

Okay, f ilial rant over back to the bake. 

I assembled all the ingredients and used buttermilk instead of yoghurt, I did still
add an egg, Mum says it helps with the rise, and baked as usual. And do you no
what? It tasted and looked just the same!

So, the moral of this tale is, if  you want to make a soda bread but you can't f ind
any buttermilk use natural yogurt instead.

I t alked

Interview with Kim the Bookworm

Despite my enormous nerves, this was
great fun. I had a lot of technical
diff iculties, laptop wouldn't download the
software, iPad made me look like a
munchkin and I couldn't see any of the
audience questions but all in all it went
well. 

Kim is a great interviewer and we talked about my writing career to date. 
Although she was totally derailed by the fact I own a bookshop and we spent a
wee bit of time chatting about bookshops and libraries. 
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We also talked about reviews and I had a little rant about the sort of person
that just leaves negative reviews to be nasty or to show how clever they
themselves are. There's no need for it, if  you can't say something nice don't
say anything at all.

I grew up with that advice, which probably explains why I was such a quiet child!
:D

Watch Now

I escaped

A night at the Hotel Tresanton

What a view!

Last year (21019), as a birthday treat,
Steve treated me to a night's stay at
the Hotel Tresanton. It's a fabulous
hotel in St. Mawes, located on the
Roseland. This is a quiet and beautiful
corner of Cornwall and one we both
love.

Despite the fact that my birthday
was in the summer, we were unable
to make the booking due to family
illness. Then the pandemic came into
play and it was only as 2020 was
drawing to a close that I said enough. 

With most of the country on lockdown the poor hotel suddenly had vacancies
and we grabbed the bull by the horns and scooted down. And boy was it worth
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it. Our room had a private terrace overlooking the sea and we almost had this
exclusive hotel entirely to ourselves.

For more on our stay have a look on Instagram. I took far too many photos :D

That's all for now. Chat next month, and in the meantime, say hello on any of
the social media links below!

Liz Hurley
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